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• Roxanne Wyns, innovation manager @ KU Leuven LIBIS

• Working with researchers in the design and development of scalable and sustainable RI

• Part of the RDM steering comity @KU Leuven

• FAIR + Time

• Institutional Research Data Repository (RDR)

• EOSC-A

• Representative in the GA

• Co-chair of the LTDP-TF together with Hervé L’Hours (UK Data Archive & UKDS)
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“Moreover, long-term open data archives and preservation services are required to 

enable a sustainable EOSC and the sustainable access to data. Data preservation not 

only refers to the long-term storage of data, but also includes ensuring the preservation 

and maintenance of data, as well as its context, understandability, interpretability, 

authenticity and integrity.” 

“The interim findings of the FAIR Forever study, conducted by DPC on behalf of the 

Sustainability Working Group, noted that digital preservation is not explicit in the 

context of EOSC and the roles, responsibilities and accountability for digital preservation 

are currently not clearly defined. “

“ Clearer roles and responsibilities are needed, including the assessment of capability as 

well as functions, salaries and funding streams for preservation.” 

Source: SRIA v1.0, 21/06/2021 

(https://www.eosc.eu/sites/default/files/SRIA_2022_01.pdf) 

Context of the LTDP-TF
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LTDP in the Strategic Research Agenda
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Recommendations for the EOSC Secretariat and EOSC-A with urgent priority status:

• Establish a working party or task group, reporting directly to the EOSC Association Board with respect to digital 

preservation 

• Designate a Senior Digital Preservation Rapporteur on behalf of the Board to directly communicate and liaison 

with a Digital Preservation Task Group, to monitor and oversee EOSC's responses to digital preservation risks

Source: FAIR Forever study, conducted by DPC on behalf of the Sustainability Working Group, 17/02/2021 

(https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4574234)  
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FAIR Forever recommendations with urgent priority
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EOSC-A Advisory groups
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AG Sustaining EOSC – Long-Term Data Preservation TF
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TF structure
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Approach
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• Working on an overview and discussion paper that presents the context, activities and ongoing issues 

surrounding the EOSC-A LTDP-TF

• In review by the EOSC-A Quality and review committee

• To be released for public consultation, seeking comments from a wide range of stakeholders across the digital 

object management lifecycle

• Feedback to be integrated into an updated overview 

• Consultation on the recommendations addressing digital objects’ preservation through EOSC at the European, 

national, and institutional level

Approach and Progress

9

Overview discussion paper
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Defining what we mean:

• Preservation outcomes: these concern digital objects that, having been curated for FAIRness and other 

desirable characteristics, are maintained to retain those characteristics for as long as necessary …

• Preservation systems: accept the deposit of digital objects for storage, access, and also curate them with a 

long term FAIR-enabling perspective on the objects and their designated community …

• Preservation actions: are the changes to digital objects that are intended to keep them FAIR over time …

Preservation outcomes depend on actions by systems with a sustainable, long term perspective

Importance of:

• FAIR (Findable Accessible, Interoperable and ReUsable) digital objects 

• Trusted Repositories

• Transparency over current levels of FAIRness and trustworthiness (current status, plans for improvement)

Preservation in the context of EOSC and FAIR
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Overview discussion paper

26 | 10 | 2022 by Roxanne Wyns



• Ideally, all data of interest to EOSC researchers retain their value and remain FAIR for a defined community for 

as long as necessary (FAIR+Time)

• But resources are not infinite so a nuanced approach in the vision and direction of the TF needed

• Vision concepts:

• FAIR

• Appraisal and reappraisal

• Retention, curation, long-term preservation 

• Transparency on level of care provided by repositories

Vision in progress
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• Gaps in understanding the roles of various actors

• Problems in identifying and financing those with the skills to take responsibility for curation and preservation

• A need for support from specialised training roles that provide general and specialist guidance

• Different roles, responsibilities and  accountability on institutional, national and European level 

• Additional responsibilities for data creators, technicians, data stewards etc, all incur costs → Finance 

subgroup

FAIR Forever study as the basis for the further identification of roles

Roles
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• Examine and collate existing cost models (e.g. curationexchange.org, 4C Project)

• Look at preservation-specific costs vs. other data services costs and define subset of preservation costs

• What are the costs for a community if a digital object of value for reuse is not cared for

• Problem of short term funding

• Resources are not infinite, so appraisal and reappraisal is critical over time → Also incurs costs

• Practices will differ between generalist and specialist domain repositories → Cooperation for sharing 

expertise, services and costs

• Balance between potential of automation and maintaining enough resources of human expertise

• Identifying the likely costs of preservation at a sufficiently granular level is challenging. The same goes for 

calculating the costs of inaction with risks of data loss

Finance
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• Vision can only be achieved through an ongoing engagement with curation and preservation professionals

• In need of a body that integrates the expertise of, and provides a voice for trustworthy digital repositories

• Reviewing relevant stakeholders and initiatives

Network of Trust
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Towards a European network of FAIR-enabling Trustworthy Digital Repositories (TDRs) - A Working Paper

(30/08/2022, https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7034315) 

• Functions of the network

• Networking and knowledge exchange function

• Stakeholder advocacy and engagement function

• Coordination and development function

• Membership
• The goal is to coordinate existing FAIR-enabling TDRs and increase the number of such repositories in 

the European research landscape
• Therefore an inclusive network is envisioned, open for TDR as well as repositories aspiring trustworthy 

certification
• Open range of repository types, from domain specific to discipline specific, to institutional, 

regional/national, generic

Preparing a response from the TF

Network of Trust
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Providing feedback on existing initiatives
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Thank you! 
Questions?

Email: Roxanne.Wyns@kuleuven.be

mailto:Roxanne.Wyns@kuleuven.be

