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What$we$will$cover$today$
•  What%are%DMPs?%

•  Why%are%they%important?%

•  Implementa=on%in%UK%(look%at%funders,%
researchers,%universi=es)%

•  Examples%of%requirements%

•  Tools%and%resources%to%support%them%
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WHAT%ARE%DATA%
MANAGEMENT%
PLANS?%
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Rather..$What$is$data$management?$
•  Thinking%in%advance%about%data%collec=on,%

management,%disposal,%protec=on,%descrip=on,%
reuse%

•  Ac=ve%work%during%research%to%ensure%data%is%used%
to%support%current%(and%future)%research%objec=ves%

•  Ensuring%useful%data%survives%the%project%and%ends%
up%somewhere%that%can%care%for%it%(and%make%it%
citable%and%reusable)%

•  Part%of%good%research%design%
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A$data$management$plan$is$a$
document$which$captures$and$
documents$this$part$of$the$
project$planning$



What$is$a$Data$Management$Plan?$

A%short%plan%that%outlines:%%

•  what%data%will%be%created%and%how%

•  how%it%will%be%managed%(storage,%backNup,%access…)%

•  plans%for%data%sharing%and%preserva=on%
Create%

Document%

Use%

Store%

Share%

Preserve%
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Possible$elements$of$a$plan$
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•  Introduction & context 

•  Legal, rights & ethical issues 

•  Access, data sharing & re-use 

•  Data collection / development methods 

•  Data standards 

•  Short-term data storage & data management 

•  Deposit & long-term preservation 

•  Resourcing 

•  Compliance & review 

•  Agreement/ratification by stakeholders 

For%some%areas%of%
research,%some%of%these%
areas%will%be%empty%or%
irrelevant%–%that%doesn’t%
ma`er%



WHY%HAVE%
PLANS?%
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Why$care$about$data?$
•  Data%is%expensive%–%an%investment%

•  Reuse:%

•  More%research%

•  Teaching%&%Learning%
•  Planning%

•  Impact%–%with%or%without%publica=on%

•  Accountability%

•  Legal%requirements%
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Research$data$has$value$
•  Huge%lost%poten=al%through%not%making%data%

findable%and%reusable%

•  Benefits%to%researcher,%funder,%university%and%to%
society%

•  Reusable%data%makes%research%quicker,%cheaper,%
be`er%

•  Good%data%management%ensure%this%happens%

•  Plans%document%our%intent%–%allow%problems%to%be%
fixed%quickly%
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If greater 
provision is to be 
made, a shortfall 
in infrastructure 
(both technical 
and human) must 
be overcome. 

The%data%management%
needs%of%many%researchers%
are%li`le%considered%or%
catered%for.%

Policy%makers%are%aware%that%in%
many%areas%of%enquiry,%
researchers’%access%to%wellN
managed,%open%and%reusable%data%
opens%up%significant%
opportuni=es.%

“Provision%for%data%
management,%for%cura=on%
and%longNterm%preserva=on,%
and%for%the%sharing%and%reNuse%
of%data,%varies%wildly%between%
subject%areas.”%
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Yet…$
•  “No%ba`le%plan%survives%contact%with%the%enemy”%

% %N%Helmuth%von%Moltke%the%elder%

•  “…%I%have%always%found%that%plans%are%useless,%but%
planning%is%essental”%

% %N%Dwight%D.%Eisenhower%

•  The%data%management%plan%is%an%evolving%object,%
along%with%the%research%
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Why$develop$a$DMP?$

DMPs%are%ofen%submi`ed%with%grant%applica=ons,%but%are%useful%
whenever%researchers%are%crea=ng%data.%

They%can%help%people%to:%

•  Make%informed%decisions%to%an=cipate%and%avoid%problems%%

•  Avoid%duplica=on,%data%loss%and%security%breaches%%

•  Develop%procedures%early%on%for%consistency%

•  Ensure%data%are%accurate,%complete,%reliable%and%secure%

•  Save%=me%and%effort%to%make%research%easier!%
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EXAMPLE%
REQUIREMENTS%
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Funder$requirements$
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RCUK$policy$W$The$1Wminute$version$
•  Research%data%are%a%public%good%–%make%openly%

available%in%=mely%&%responsible%way%

•  Have%policies%&%plans.%Data%with%longNterm%value%
should%be%preserved%&%usable%

•  Metadata%for%discovery%&%reuse.%Link%publica=ons%&%
data%

•  Some=mes%law,%ethics%get%in%the%way.%We%understand.%

•  Limited%embargos%OK.%Recogni=on%is%important%–%
always%cite%data%sources%

•  OK%to%use%public%money%to%do%this.%Do%it%efficiently.%
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EPSRC$policy$points$
•  Awareness%of%regulatory%environment%

•  Data%access%statement%

•  Policies%and%processes%

•  Data%storage%

•  Structured%metadata%descrip=ons%

•  DOIs%for%data%

•  Securely%preserved%for%a%minimum%of%10%years%from$
last$use$
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Compliance%
expected%by%2015%



Funders$are$making$demands$

2016N01N11%DEIC%workshop;%(c)%Kevin%Ashley;%CCNBY% 17
$



2016N01N11%DEIC%workshop;%(c)%Kevin%Ashley;%CCNBY% 18
$

2012-02-07 
DCC roadshow East Midlands - CC-BY-SA 
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NSF$OCI(TASK%FORCE(on%%
Data%and%Visualization%:%Report%
http://www.nsf.gov/od/oci/taskforces/ 



Some%other%funders%that%require%
DMPs%or%equivalent%
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Five$common$themes$

1.  Descrip=on%of%data%to%be%collected%/%created%
%%%(i.e.%content,%type,%format,%volume...)%

2.  Standards%/%methodologies%for%data%collec=on%&%management%%

3.  Ethics%and%Intellectual%Property%
%%(highlight%any%restric=ons%on%data%sharing%e.g.%embargoes,%confiden=ality)%

4.  Plans%for%data%sharing%and%access%%
%%%(i.e.%how,%when,%to%whom)%

5.  Strategy%for%longNterm%preserva=on%
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UK%EXPERIENCE%

2016N01N11%

21
$

DEIC%workshop;%(c)%Kevin%Ashley;%CCNBY%



Regulatory$requirements$
•  Data%protec=on,%freedom%of%informa=on,%research%

ethics%–%all%apply%to%data%in%UK%

•  If%%data%is%badly%managed:%

•  Compliance%is%hard%

•  Know%what%you%deleted%(and%why)%as%well%as%what%you%
have%kept%

•  Ensure%consent%forms%allow%for%widest%possible%reuse%

•  Data%management%plans%must%deal%with%regulatory%as%
well%as%funder%requirements%–%true%in%all%countries%
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DCC roadshow East Midlands - CC-BY-SA 
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Policy  General%principles%applying%to%
all%governmentNfunded%
research%

Translated%by%different%funding%
councils%to%suit%their%areas%of%
research%

Most%place%requirements%on%
the%researcher%–%one%places%
requirements%on%the%university%



Result$for$UK$policy$
•  Emergence%of%university%policies%alongside%funder%

policies%

•  Partly%to%ensure%compliance%with%funder%
requirements%–%partly%for%own%interests%

•  Also%roadmaps%to%demonstrate%routes%towards%full%
compliance%
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DCC roadshow East Midlands - CC-BY-SA 
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Ins=tu=onal%
Policy%



Policy$at$Edinburgh$
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Ins=tu=onal%Policy%
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DCC%Policy%
Summary%%

h"p://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/policy4and4legal7
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Policy%summary%from%ANDS%



DMP$template$for$postgraduates$

Defining%your%data%

Looking%afer%your%data%

Sharing%your%data%

Archiving%your%data%

Execu=ng%your%plan%

h`p://opus.bath.ac.uk/30772%%
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UEL$workbook$for$PGRs$

Mixes%sec=ons%to%complete%with%DCC%guidance%
on%each%topic%

Now%accompanied%by%template%in%DMPonline%
tool%

Profiles%support%at%UEL%and%they%offer%to%review%
and%provide%feedback%on%researchers%DMPs%
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Example$templates$from$DMPonline$

POSTGRADUATE$DMP$

•  Shorter%–%six%sec=ons%

•  Less%formal%wording%
e.g.%‘looking%afer%
your%data’%

•  Straighsorward%
guidance%

STANDARD$DMP$

•  2%phases%–%lite%and%full%
DMP%

•  6N8%sec=ons%overall%

•  Ques=ons%more%
formal%/%factual%

•  Guidance%longer%and%
more%direc=ve%

University%of%East%London%has%two%templates%in%DMPonline%



Example$answers$
St%Andrew’s%University%has%added%example%answers%for%every%
ques=on%in%the%EPSRC%template%



Suggested$answers$

The%University%of%Glasgow%has%
template%answer%for%the%policy%
ques=on%in%the%MRC%template.%%

The%table%is%prepopulated%with%
links%to%all%the%University%policies.%



TOOLS%AND%
RESOURCES%
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Example$plans$

• https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/help#PlanningHelp  
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Roles$and$
Responsibili=es$

What$data$to$keep$
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$How to cite data 

What$data$to$keep$
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Why%is%the%tool%needed%and%what%does%it%do?%

Data$Management$Plans$and$DMPonline$
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A%webNbased%tool%to%help%researchers%write%data%
management%plans%

A$short$history$

•  Launched%in%April%2010%at%the%Jisc%conference%

•  Released%v.2%in%March%2011%with%extra%func=onality%

•  Released%v.3%in%April%2012%with%revisions%in%light%of%the%%%%%%
DMPTool%and%work%from%the%Jisc%MRD%programme%

•  Released%v.4%in%December%2013,%incorpora=ng%major%changes%
from%evalua=on%

•  BiNmonthly%release%schedule%now%to%add%features%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% %%

What$is$DMPonline?$$
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Main$features$in$DMPonline$

•  Templates%for%different%requirements%(funder%or%ins=tu=on)%

•  Tailored%guidance%(funder,%ins=tu=onal,%disciplineNspecific%etc)%%

•  Ability%to%provide%examples%and%suggested%answers%

•  Supports%mul=ple%phases%(e.g.%preN%/%during%/%postNproject)%

•  Granular%read%/%write%/%share%permissions%

•  Customised%exports%to%a%variety%of%formats%

•  SAML%(Shibboleth)%authen=ca=on%for%single%signNon%
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Crea=ng$an$account$

Asks%for%email,%
organisa=on%and%

password%

AutoNfills%uni%
op=ons%as%you%

type%



Crea=ng$a$plan$
Click%to%write%a%
generic%DMP%

Or%choose%your%
funder%to%get%their%
specific%template%

Pick%your%
organisa=on%to%add%
local%guidance%and%
to%get%the%
organisa=onal%
template%if%there%
isn’t%a%funder%one%

Choose%any%addi=onal%
op=onal%guidance%
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Tailoring$at$mul=ple$levels$

Op=ons%to%have%ques=ons%
and%guidance%at%ins=tu=onal%

and%‘unit’%level%



Summary$of$what’s$in$a$plan$



Answering$ques=ons$

Notes%who%has%answered%the%
ques=on%and%when%%

Progress%bar%updates%how%
many%ques=ons%remain%
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CoWwri=ng$DMPs$

Sec=ons%are%locked%for%edi=ng%
when%they’re%being%worked%on%

by%colleagues%
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Expor=ng$plans$

Choose%what%to%export,%set%fonts%
and%pick%from%a%variety%of%formats:%
pdf,%txt,%docx,%csv,%xml,%html,%json,%%
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Customising$DMPonline$

Image%CCNBYNSA%by%Lauren%%www.flickr.com/photos/cu`lefish/4543879132%

Tailoring%the%tool%to%gather%info%and%present%available%support%
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Overview$of$customisa=on$op=ons$

•  Add%your%own%template(s)%

•  Add%ques=ons%to%other%templates%

•  Add%custom%guidance%

•  Add%dropdowns%op=ons,%examples,%suggested%
answers...%

•  Brand%the%tool%(coming%soon)%
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Organisa=ons$can$add$DMP$template(s)$
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Provide$examples$and$suggested$answers$

2016N01N11%DEIC%workshop;%(c)%Kevin%Ashley;%CCNBY% 53
$



Dropdown$op=ons$and$default$styles$
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You$can$have$more$than$one$template$

You%may%want%to%provide%different%templates%for%different%
audiences%or%different%funding%calls%/%programmes%
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And$templates$can$have$mul=ple$phases$

This%encourages%researchers%to%ac=vely%update%the%Data%
Management%Plan%throughout%the%project%%

Phases%
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Earlier$versions$of$templates$are$retained$

Version%1%Outline%DMP%now%unpublished%

Version%2%of%the%Outline%DMP%currently%in%use%
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Guidance$in$DMPonline$

Guidance%
for%each%
ques=on%

Specific%
guidance%for%
the%ques=on%

Themed%
guidance%by%
organisa=on%

Themed%
guidance%
from%other%
sources%
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Themes$used$in$the$tool$
•  Exis=ng%Data%

•  Data%Descrip=on%

•  Data%Format%

•  Data%Type%

•  Data%Volumes%

•  Data%Capture%Methods%

•  Documenta=on%

•  Metadata%

•  Data%Quality%

•  Ethical%Issues%

•  IPR%Ownership%and%
Licensing%

•  Data%Security%

•  Storage%and%Backup%

•  Expected%Reuse%

•  Discovery%by%Users%

•  Method%for%Data%Sharing%

•  Timeframe%for%Data%Sharing%

•  Restric=ons%on%Sharing%

•  Managed%Access%Procedures%

•  Data%Selec=on%

•  Period%of%Preserva=on%

•  Preserva=on%Plan%

•  Data%Repository%

•  Responsibili=es%

•  Resourcing%
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Organisa=onal$guidance$

Guidance%can%be%added%by$theme$(to%apply%across%
the%board)%or%can%be%wri`en%for$specific$ques=ons%

Themed$guidance$ Specific$guidance$

Guidance%that%is%presented%
whenever%researchers%are%asked%

about%storage%and%backup%

Guidance%that%pertains%to%
MRC%ques=on%7%only%
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Guidance$can$be$set$at$mul=ple$levels$

Op=ons%to%have%guidance%at%
organisa=on%and%‘unit’%level%
e.g.%by%discipline,%group,%
department,%ins=tute…%
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More$informa=on$

Customising%DMPonline%
www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customisingN
dmponlineNadminNinterfaceN
launches%%

h`p://www.screenr.com/PJHN%%
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DMP%guidance,%tools%&%resources:%
www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/dataNmanagementNplans%%


